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THE CHRISTIAN LIFE

NOTES ON THE SUNDAY SCHOOL
LESSON FOR DECEMBER 7.

The Brighter Side of the Rude Days of
~ the Judges.

General

I. The " Preparation

(Judg. 17 to 21; Ruth).
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(For each member of the Bible
class.)

No one would hesitate for a mo-
ment to admit that the Book of Ruth
is a grateful and sorely meeded bit
of testimony to the presence and in-
fluence of other social conditions
than those emphasized in the main
portion of the Book of Judges. As

beautiful and artistic: as a study in
womanly ideals it is interesting; as
a plea for sincere and simple faith it
is effective.

II. Reference Literature.

The Book of Ruth needs little com-
ment. The Expositor’s Bible has a

' volume by Watson on “Judges and

historical evidence it may not seem

valuable, since its origin is probably
post-exilic; but even its idyllic pic-
ture is considerably justified by the
appearance of such fine character,
ideals, and leadership, as Samuel rep-
resents. Samuel, Saul, David, Jona-
than, and Eli are good proof that the
whole story of the earlier age is not
given in the Book of Judges.

The appendix to the DBook of
Judges (chaps. 17-21) aims to illus-
trate the darkest and rudest aspects
of that age, yet its contents have a
brighter significance. The story of
Micah and the Danites (chaps. 17,

18) clearly reveals the erudity of the |

current religious ideas. Imagine a |
man congratulating. himself on his

success in getting a wandering Le- |

vite to become the priest of a shrine
whose image was made out of stolen
silver, and thinking that he was now
sure of Jehovah’s blessing! Imagine
also the joy of the Danites in gain-

ing possession by theft of the priest,

image and all! Yet it was much that
so great a value was set on the ex-
ternals of religion. The outrage at
Gibeah (chaps. 19-21) was unspeaka-
ble; but its sequel was fair testi-
mony to the existence of ethical
standards, and the means taken to
provide the men of Benjamin with
wives (21:16-24) suggests the happy
domestic side of life which the Book
of Ruth deseribes.

The story of Ruth is unsurpassed
for charm and tenderness. Slightly
modernized, it would take high rank
today as a short story. It is first of
all an idyl of sound, strong, womanly
character. Ruth has the self-devo-
tion, the reverence, the industry, the
modesty, the courage, and the ready
obedience, which entered into typi-
cal Hebrew womanhood. Again it

!

stands for the truth, so sorely neced- !

ing enforcement, at least in pagt-ex-

ilic times, among the Jews, that those |

of foreign birth might exhibit such

character as well as those of their
own nationality. It also undermines |

the intolerance often felt by Jews

for outsiders by showing that Ruth, |
although a Moabitess, was recognized ] )

as a true servant of Jehovah, wedded |
to an influential Hebrew, and in time
became the ancestress of King Da-
vid. As a plea against intolerance it
13 very effective; as a picture of the
social life of the Judges era it is

To Make Cows Pay, use Sharpless Cream
{tmtors Book “Business Dairying’ and
W. Chester, Pa.
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Ruth.” A very conservative treat-
ment of the book of Redpath is to
be found in the Hastings Diction-
ary of the Bible, article, “Ruth;” a
decidedly better one, in Davis’s Die-
tionary.

III. Questions for Study and Dis-
cussion.

(To be allotted in advance, by the
leader, for careful consideration, to
members of the class.)

1. Evidence in the Book of Judges
of Influences which Uplift. (1)

and complete recognition of the au-
thority of Jehovah. (2) Similar il-
lustrations of a regard for morality,
religious observances, and national
justice.

9. The Setting of the Book of
Ruth. (8) Note the type of com-
munity life deseribed. Is there ad-
ditional evidence that it was to be
found in this period? (4) Is such
peacefulness and prosperity explica-
ble in view of the testimony of the
Book of Judges?

3. The Leading Personality. (5)
| Did Ruth come from a people to
whom the Israelites were friendly?
(6) What vindicated her right to
adoption into Israel? (7) What are
the dominant features of her por-
traiture?

4. The Next of Kin. (8) What
were the obligations of the nearest
male relative to one in Naomi’s con-
dition?

5. The Purpose of the Story. (9)
Considering the Book of Ruth as a
whole, what seems to have been the
special purpose of the writer?

6. Its Besuty and Force. (10)
What constitutes the lasting charm
of the book?

A FRIGHTENED HORSE.

Running like mad down the street
dumping the occupants, or a hun-
dred other accidents, are every day
occurrences. It behooves everbody
to have a reliable Salve handy and
there’s none as good as Bucklen’s
Arnica Salve. Burns, Cuts, Sores,
Eczema and Piles, disappear quickly
under it’s soothing effect.
all drug stores.
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' Gather up illustrations of a clear |

25¢c. at ;.
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¥. GIERSCH, Raleigh, N. C. |

. bushels W hit Black-eyed
Wanted . Must be thoroMghly cleaned |
and not mixed with any other fety. State
price and quallty you have to L.
HICKORY MILLING CO.,

Hickory, N. C

House, Bmol
KRAUSEIIS’ LlQUID EXTIIACT DF SIOIE.
Ohuper cleaner than old way.

GOD POSITI IN.

PAY TUITION AFTER POSITION IS SECURED

A worthy student from each postoffice may
pay tultion without security after course is
itlon is secured. For “Ap-

lication Blank A" and catalog, address

 DRAUGHON'S PRACTICAL BUS, LOLLEGE

: L\;rna either place{

Nashville, Atlanta, St.

uis, Ft. Worth, Litile Rock, !\Iontgomery,

Galveston or Shrevepon

l

Made from hickory wood. Gives delicious flavor, :
SBend for cir- |
E. Kruuser & Bre., Miiton, Pa.
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THE BUSINESS AGENGY

CAN
Save You Money in Your Purchases

ONE-HORSE, TWO-HORSE,
With or without body and seat,

BUGGIES

OPEN AND TOP.

SURRIES, HARNESS, Ere.,
Direct from the Manufacturers.

SOLJD DISK, CUTAWAY OR

Drag Harrows,

CORN SHELLERS, FARM AND
CHURCH BELLS, HAY
PRESSES, PLOWS
AND CASTI>GS.

Cutting Knives

FROM $2.50 UP

Farm and Poultry Fencing.
Barbed and Plain Wire.

Cook Stoves

From $11.00 Up.
WITH OR WITHOUT WARE.

=
Pianos and Organs fu v
INCUBATORS AND BROODERS. Send for Catalog IMPROVED
ALLIANCE SEWING MACHINES. Box Cover or Drop Head, five
Drawers, $17.50 ; seven Drawers, §18.50. p&F™ FRUIT TREES, AP-
PLE AND PEACHES 6¢c. each. PEAR TREES, 12% to 15¢ each.
GRANULATED SUGAR $4.70 per 100 lbs.

BEEDS FOR FALL PLANTING.

Cabbage, turnip, and all other seeds at | prices, by the 1,000, keg and sack.

| market prices, Boc'la. in 112 B. kegs, 124 cts. per
b. Best Leaf Lard, in teirces, 1134 cts. per Ib. Orders of all Alliancemen or ex-Alllance-

Other quantities and qualities in proportion. | men, who contributed to t
Tobacco, Snuff, ete., at market prices. Loa F‘umi solicited. Let tﬁge hﬁ:ﬁf@%ﬁfaﬁnﬁ
ed uhelfa, powder "and shot at wholesale andeul get prices.

105 WEST MARTIN §T., (Academy of
Music Bldg.), RALEIGH, N. C.

T. B. PARKER, 5. B, A,

In All the World

the pesrr. IWANS® AUGER

For fence, telegraph and tel post
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‘A Country School.

Eizes s to 10 1n. 82,50, 1312, 86, 2| Do you wish to put your Loy or girl in
& | a quiet. inexpensive school. in a healthy

Sample at speclal price to intro- - .lm“‘ty ? The Second Annual SCSS‘C.II*Of

duce. Inquire of hardware or g | such 8 scho 1 will begin September 2,

mplement dealers, or write us

for particulars, Used by United States Gov't. Address = | 1902, at Lemon Springs, in Moore Connty.

Iwan Bros., Dept. , Streator, Ill. | Board and tuition Sth for §7.00 per

month,
For further information, address

CURED
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no.fay ALEX. SPEIRS, Box 834, Westbrook,

MATTIE J. CALDWELL,
Lemon Springs, N. C,




